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	Mount Pleasant Business Association  
                   


Notes August Meeting DRAFT 
Wednesday, August 5, 2009  9:00 – 10:30 AM

Dos Gringos Cafe
The August agenda and the July minutes were approved and posted on the website www.mtpleasantbusiness.org. Topics of discussion included:
	MPBA Project Updates
-Membership drive update from director and volunteer members on business outreach and 35  renewed memberships in past month. Reminder to those that have not yet renewed to complete application form (information needed for new business directory) and check.
-Street banner regulations and costs. Research showed permanent banners that cross the street are not allowed. Permit cost for temporary banner is $20. Bulk of cost is in time to obtain permit and installation plus large banner fabrication $650-900.
-DC Dept. of Transportation (DDOT) Grant application: MPBA is working with Main Street (MPMS) to complete an application for streetscape improvements for Mt. Pleasant St. 
-DC government focus group invitation for small businesses, 9AM Aug 7 at Don Juan’s. Members encouraged to attend.

	Guest announcements and Member updates: 
-DC Language Access introduction: new nonprofit in La Casa offices promotes the enforcement of the Language Access Act, the translation of all essential government documents and information into 5 languages and access to interpreters in DC government agencies.

-LEDC facades project update and new technical assistance: facade work will commence in August. One-on-one technical assistance sessions in graphic design, accounting and merchandising available for $50 dollars to merchants who apply as soon as possible.
-Past Tense Studio: new yoga studio is offering yoga in Spanish and offered ideas on using email newsletters such as Constant Contact and how to grow the mailing list. MPBA is working with those who already have it such as Main Street.

-Amani ya Juu: held successful Grand Opening/Open House event on July 31 and August 1, also in La Casa space. They are planning to offer reading/story-telling with children at the store.

-Pfeiffer’s Hardware: owner introduced new manager William Hester.

	Promotional Opportunities for Mt. Pleasant businesses:

       MPBA/MPMS booth at Farmer’s Market, August 22

       Movie Night at Park with MPMS, August 22 and September 26

       Sidewalk sales type event, September 26

      Cultural Tourism DC Walking Tours, September 19 and 20


Marketing and promotion discussion: MPBA and Main Street will have a booth at the August 22 Farmer’s Market. MPBA welcomes small businesses to participate or provide promotional materials (coupons, sale announcements, etc.). Recommendation is to create a ‘standardized packet’ that volunteers can pass out. Radius Pizza, for example, will have a food sampling from new menu. 
MPMS is also organizing an outdoor movie at Lamont Park that evening, August 22. They are promoting this free event on community calendars, blogs, e-newletters, social networks, flyers, and post cards. They are encouraging attendees to purchase their ‘picnic’ at local restaurants and carry-outs. MPBA can have a table.
MPBA is planning another corridor promotion event, a September 26 Sidewalk Sale. Members were also alerted of other opportunities in September including the Cultural Tourism WalkingTown DC event of September 19-20 which will include Mt. Pleasant.
Day parking pass advocacy: This program was discussed in previous meetings which included DDOT officials. The paid pass program to allow employees park in residential areas during the day was ready to be implemented but has stalled probably for political reasons. Members agreed this was an advocacy issue and Todd Pfeiffer volunteered to be a point person if meetings with the Councilmember or others are needed.

Deauville Apartments, 3145 Mt. Pleasant Street: resident and former MPMS president Einor Hart informed the group that tenants are currently mediating with owner and Councilmember  graham regarding losses during and after the building fire. No changes will occur until they have a resolution to that issue.
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