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	Mount Pleasant Business Association  
                   



Notes May Meeting 

Wednesday, May 6, 2009  9:00 – 10:30 AM
Don Jaime's Restaurant, 3209 Mount Pleasant Street, NW

	Topics Discussed 

	Welcome and brief introductions

Meeting moderator: Alex Kramer

	Approval of agenda and minutes-MPBA Members

	President Announcements-Alex Kramer

	Guest Update-Christine Baumann, LEDC

Progress of façade rehabs in Mount Pleasant

	Guest Update-Trisha Clauson, LEDC

Upcoming seminars for local businesses

	Guest Update-Damon Harvey, DC Dept of Transportation (DDOT) and ANC Commissioner Jack McKay
Parking pass program-How it would work and why business support is necessary for implementation

	MPBA Project Updates-Gabriela Mossi
Wayfinding signage from DDOT, MPBA membership drive (volunteers needed for drive), Responsible Hospitality Program and May 6 meeting

	Discussion: Marketing for Mt. Pleasant corridor-MPBA Members

Announcements and questions-MPBA Members
Note: Members can send in announcements before meeting. 

Contact: execdirector@mtpleasantbusiness.org or 202.588.5272

	Set next meeting date/time and adjourn

	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Updates and Reminders

-Report graffiti location for removal by MPBA: 202.588.5272 

-Check out MPBA website: www.mtpleasantbusiness.org 

-DDOT illegal sidewalk use and fines: 202.673.6813 or ddot.dc.gov
        -Free resources for small businesses (handout)
        -New red Circulator: express, seven-stop bus runs daily from Woodley Park Metro to McPherson Square 
            Metro stopping in Adams Morgan, Mount Pleasant, Columbia Heights, U St, Logan Circle and vice versa.


MPBA welcomed two new businesses. Kelly DiNardo, a free-lance writer and yoga instructor, will open a yoga studio this summer below Habitat Realty, Mount Pleasant Street and Park Road. Amani Ya Juu, 3166 Mount Pleasant Street, is a non-profit that sells fair trade goods from Africa. Manager is Brittany Noetzel. 
Quick updates: blue way finding signs are paid with federal funds and that funding has run out.   Ward 1 Planner Gabriela Vega is seeking alternatives for Mount Pleasant. DDOT has the round historic district signs available for Mount Pleasant and Gabriela is seeking funds to pay for the painting and installation, $6,700-7,000. Kelly asked about the possibility of the Metro name change. Members updated her on past efforts and obstacles including the high cost involved. Damon Harvey of DDOT suggested MPBA “piggy-back” with another organization’s effort to change a station name. Barracks Row Main Street wants to undertake this effort for the Eastern Market station. This will still take time to do but continuing to write letters and talk to Councilmembers and ANCs can help. Gabriela Mossi, MPBA Director, will contact Sharon Bosworth about this effort.
Membership drive materials are ready but project was delayed in April because volunteers and staff focused on Youth Arts Fair. Joanie Majeed, Esther Young, Jeff Logan and Jean Lujan volunteered to help distribute the invitation letters and application form. Members were encouraged to bring their check books to the next meeting.
Gabriela informed members that once the idea of the pilot program had been proposed to MPBA she had surveyed 53 businesses in the corridor (businesses with an estimated 3 or more employees were chosen first). Over thirty businesses responded and, whether they were willing to sign up for a pass or not, all agreed it was a good idea to provide this service. 
Damon explained how an Employer/Employee Day Parking Pass Program would work. One pass would be issued per car per owner or employee (not customers) to park in residential areas of Mount Pleasant during the day, Monday to Friday, 9AM to 5PM. This would free up more spaces on Mount Pleasant Street for customers, allow drivers to park in one spot all day without having to move the car every two hours and reduce the risk of parking tickets. The pass would be non-transferable. Value of $160 for three months is calculated based on cost of bus fare per day (approx. $2.46/day). DDOT is planning a public meeting for May 21 (this meeting was later postponed; an alternative meeting date was not provided.) 

Alberto Ferrufino of Don Juan Restaurant was concerned with tickets given to employees currently parking in residential areas. Tickets are given at different hours of the day and night even when there are allowable hours for nonresidents to park. Jaime Carrillo of Don Jaime’s and Jean Lujan, commercial property owner, were concerned with the cost of the pass. In general, most members present agree there should be more parking options for owners and employees. 
Christine Baumann, LEDC Façade Program Director, explained why there were delays to the façade program: loss and regain of funding, change of contractors to reduce costs, and approval delays from the Historic Preservation Board (HPB). Affected businesses include Samber Market, Corado’s, Mt. Pleasant Pharmacy, Don Jaime’s, and Boveda. MPBA members asked if the association could help move this issue with the HPB. Jean and Christine recommended MPBA wait to see how the process continued to move because LEDC was recently able to establish good communication with them. 
Trisha Clauson of LEDC announced that they had won a grant to provide seminars and technical assistance to small businesses in Columbia Heights and Mount Pleasant. Topics would include marketing, merchandising, website design, and bookkeeping. The one-on-one assistance would be provided to a limited number of businesses. An application process will be put in place. Seminars should begin in July at Rumberos Bar and Restaurant on 14th Street and Park Road.

Barbara Cameron of Boveda is coordinating a “Side Walk Sale” for Saturday, May 16. Merchants can place merchandise outside and keep it no more than four feet from their façade (as per information provided by DDOT). She will create a flier with instructions for merchants and Kelly volunteered to help create a flier to market the event. Jeff Logan of Logan’s Antiques and Gabriela will assist with info distribution and marketing of the event.
Next meeting will take place the First Wednesday of the Month, June 3.
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