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Mount Pleasant Business Association

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, July 7, 2010

1:00-2:30 PM    Don Juan Restaurant, Lamont and Mt. Pleasant Sts., NW

The agenda was approved and the following topics were discussed during the meeting:

MPBA Project Business Updates, Announcements and News

–Free Small Resources in July: pro bono legal assistance programs through DC Bar Pro Bono Program’s once a month clinics and GWHCC/Operation Access Program’s one-on-one assistance to low income businesses; GWHCC/OLA/SBA free lunch seminar on Small Business Access to Capital.

–Reminder that Mt. Pleasant St. Revitalization Strategy document from DC Office of Planning, which includes several recommendations to benefit small business, is available for review and comment. Collected comments were presented to OP on behalf of MPBA at public meeting but additional comments can be submitted by individuals. 
–Promotional opportunity July 24 at Lamont Park with first movie of the 3rd Annual Movies in the Park series led by Mt. Pleasant Main Street with MPBA assistance. Free product sale or info tables.
​–The first Latino Family Day, sponsored by LAMP, will take place July 10. The Family Day will take place every second Saturday from July to November in Lamont Park starting at 2PM. The event will include music, food and a movie. Other cosponsors welcome.

Discussions

–Discussion on revival of the Mt Pleasant Festival in perhaps early September including all neighborhood organizations, local music, businesses and neighbors. Spokesperson for the Latino Assoc. of Mt Pleasant, Juan Carlos Ruiz and other MPBA members agreed that this ”starter” festival would have to be small and confined to the Lamont Park area and perhaps a block of 17th Street. Permits for larger festivals are expensive and require months for approval. 
–Alex reported that employees from adjacent check cashing/financial service businesses on Mt. Pleasant St. have complained of unfair competition from their neighbor. She proposed reaching out to both organizations on behalf of MPBA to promote more friendly relations among neighborhood businesses.
–New member and 3114 Mt. Pleasant St. property owner Wahid Hamidi is renting two commercial spots. The top level is under contract to a salon. He is looking for a tenant for the basement unit, 1000 sq. ft., and $2,000/mo. Those present provided tips on tenants and promoting the space. MPBA will place on its website and forward to MPMS.
Guests 
Trisha Clauson, Think Local First, and Héctor Gómez, Tivoli North Business Association joined the meeting to discuss co-sponsoring a Mayoral Candidate Forum for Small Business Owners in August. MPBA, Tivoli North Business Association and Think Local First would co-sponsor and Hector, Trisha and Gabriela would coordinate logistics. Plan is to have event at end of August or early September.

The Latino Federation of Great Washington is planning a Meet and Greet event with Councilmembers to discuss small business assistance, economic development and funding. Juan Carlos, who works for the LFGW, proposed coordinating efforts and perhaps events. DC Council has set aside $7-8 million dollars for small business assistance. Funds were meant for corridors undergoing disruptive streetscape improvements but through events like a Meet and Greet corridors undergoing economic difficulties in Ward 1 could bring their issues and needs to the fore and request financial assistance. The groups present agreed to meet in a week to discuss the possibility of this joint event.
Meeting participants: Alex Kramer, Wahid Hamidi, Gabriela Mossi, Trisha Clauson, Hector Gomez, Juan Carlos Ruiz.
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