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Mount Pleasant Business Association
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, April 7, 2010

9:00 – 10:30AM    Dos Gringos Cafe, 3116 Mt. Pleasant St., NW

The agenda was approved and the following topics were discussed during the meeting:
Treasurer Report
As of March the Association had $23k in Grant Account and $11k in Regular Membership Account.
Special Guest
Lt. Micah Pate, recently appointed to PSA 303, attended the meeting to introduce himself and Sgts. McLandry and Nace spelling may be incorrect). Officer O. Torres has been assigned to patrol Mt. Pleasant Street Tuesday to Saturday during the day and Officer Gonzalez is on duty evenings. Currently, this PSA has the lowest crime rate in DC. MPD recommends business owners communicate concerns and problems on the street and call 311 for non-emergencies. Specific problems discussed included public drunkenness, fights outside bars, getting to know officers and keeping good officers in the neighborhood.
 MPBA Project Business Updates, Announcements and News
–Free Small Resources in April: pro bono legal assistance programs through DC Bar Pro Bono Program’s once a month clinics and GWHCC/Operation Access Program’s one-on-one assistance to low income businesses; GWHCC/OLA/Tivoli North free lunch seminar on health care plans for employers and employees.
–Announcement of April 14 Council Hearing in support of small business and other advocacy efforts led by Think Local First DC.
–Youth Arts Fair 2010 postponed due to the loss of venue (Mt. Pleasant Library will close and temporary library may not be ready or large enough for event).
–Update on Spring Shop Hop of April 17 and discussion on final activities to promote it (poster, balloons, and more listserv announcements) and assignment of some volunteer tasks to MPBA members. Sixteen businesses are participating in the event.​
–Additional promotional opportunity May 1 at Lamont Park with Mount Pleasant Music Fest led by Mt. Pleasant Main Street with MPBA assistance. Plan is to have event after Farmers’ Market 
first day with 5 bands, DJ, local food from our restaurants or carry-outs, face painting, and info tables.
– ​Some members asked about following up with the Farmers’ Market regarding current community agreement/financial contribution and their relationship with local businesses.

Fundraising
Members discussed the need to hold fundraising activities to sustain the organization’s activities. Ideas include a silent auction (which CM Graham would support), a party, money jars, a yard sale type of event. Given that MPBA has the Holiday Celebration and the Youth Arts Fair as annual obligations, the fundraising goal for year should be $3-5k.
Members discussed the possibility of a Flea Market on Lamont Park with 30-50 tables. MPBA would get permit, sell table space. Businesses would be encouraged to have a table with their wares outside their business. Possible date is early June.
 Historic Mount Pleasant received confirmation that it had been awarded a Neighborhood Investment Grant for small business technical assistance. Funds would benefit business wanting to improve internal business operations and their building exteriors. Some funding will cover partner labor (MPBA) and supplies.
 Mention of an Intuit competition for individual business with a $25k prize. More details to be provided by Barbara Cameron.
 Board Budget Discussion
Board and other MPBA members discussed remaining funds and expenditures for 2010 in a separate meeting after the MPBA meeting adjourned. Discussion included budgeting a maximum of $2500 per month for executive director position to maintain the part time scope of work for most of the year. Monthly payments are based on time sheets. Fundraising needs to be a priority to continue all of the association’s activities.Current burn rate can only be maintained this year.
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